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Point of View – the 

perspective from 

which a narrative is 

told.  

Symbol - any 

object, person, 

place, or action that 

has both a meaning 

in itself and that 

stands for 

something larger 

than itself, such as 

a quality, attitude, 

belief or value. 

Hyperbole - a 

deliberate, 

extravagant, often 

outrageous, 

exaggeration. It may 

be used for either 

serious or comic effect. 

Theme - the central 

message of a literary work. 

It is not a subject, but a 

statement the author 

wishes to convey about a 

subject. It s a general 

statement about life or 

human nature. Great 

literary works usually bear 

several themes, and most 

themes are not directly 

stated but are implied.  

Foreshadowing - 

the use of hints or 

clues in a narrative 

to suggest future 

action. 

Conflict - a struggle 

between forces 

represented in a 

literary work: man 

vs. man; man vs. 

nature; man vs. 

society; man vs. 

himself.  

Allusion - a reference 

to a literary, historical, 

filmic, mythological, 

person, place, or thing. 

Diction - word choice 

intended to convey a 

certain effect.  

Tone - the writer's 

attitude toward a 

subject, a 

character, or 

audience and is 

conveyed through 

the author's choice 

of words, and 

detail. Tone can be 

serious, humorous, 

sarcastic, indignant, 

objective, etc. 

Title - What is the 

significance of the 

title? Why do you 

think the author 

chose it? Can you 

think of another 

possible title for 

this novel? 

WILD CARD Choose 

any literary device and 

write a dialectical 

journal 

WILD CARD Choose any 

literary device and write a 

dialectical journal 





Summer Reading Dialectical Journal for The Catcher in the Rye 

 STRONG (20) PROFICIENT (17) DEVELOPING (14) NOT PROFICIENT (10) 

CHOICE OF 

QUOTATION 

The writer selects a 

significant quotation that 

accurately reflects the 

literary device. 

The student writer 

selects a quotation that 

is important and 

accurately reflects the 

literary device.  

The writer selects a quotation that 

is not important or relevant, OR 

the writer does not clearly address 

the importance of the quotation. 

The writer selects a 

quotation, but it is not 

important or significant to 

the literary device or the 

author's meaning. 

LITERARY 

ANALYSIS 

The writer understands 

the literary element arid 

the analysis is thorough 

and thoughtful. The writer 

clearly perceives the 

author's strategy and 

what the intended effect 

is supposed to be. 

The writer understands 

the literary element and 

the analysis is fairly 

thorough and 

thoughtful. The 

explanation may be too 

general. 

The writer incorrectly identifies the 

use of the literary element. The 

writer is struggling with 

understanding the author's 

strategy and what the intended 

effect is supposed to be. 

The writer incorrectly 

identifies the use of the 

literary element. No attempt 

is made to explain how it 

works or what the author's 

intended effect is supposed 

to be. 

LANGUAGE AND 

STYLE 

The writer uses formal, 

sophisticated language. 

The writing shows the 

writers engagement with 

the novel. All grammar is 

correct.  

Word choice is effective 

The journal reflects 

voice and engagement 

with the novel. There 

may be a few errors. 

Vocabulary is not very creative. 

Errors may distract the reader. 

The writing is sincere but does not 

reflect individual perspective or 

engagement with the novel.  

The writer uses a limited 

range of vocabulary. 

Frequent errors distract the 

reader. The writing is lifeless 

or mechanical.  

ORGANIZATION/

COMPLETENESS 

The writer neatly presents 

work in the appropriate 

format. The presentation 

is excellent 

The organization is clear 

and meets all the 

requirements of the 

assignment. The 

presentation is of good 

quality. 

An attempt has been made to 

organize the journal, but it does 

not meet all the requirements 

given. The presentation is a hit 

untidy. 

The journal is disorganized 

arid does not meet the 

requirements of the 

assignment. Not much effort 

was put into organization or 

presentation. OR the journal 

was illegible. 

 

C.U.P.S – 

Capitalization, 

Usage, 

Punctuation, 

Spelling 

The writer makes no 

errors in capitalization, 

usage, punctuation, or 

spelling so the journal is 

exceptionally easy to 

read. 

The writer makes one or 

two errors in 

capitalization, usage, 

punctuation, or spelling, 

but the journal is still 

easy to read. 

The writer makes a few errors in 

capitalization, usage, punctuation, 

or spelling that catch the reader's 

attention and interrupt the flow.  

The writer makes several 

errors in CUPS that catch the 

reader's attention and 

greatly interrupt the flow.  


